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Pigs don’t grow fatter by 

weighing them more.

My initial opinions of  standardized testing could be summarized with 

the following proverb:



What we feed our children and how 

they eat will affect their growth.

This holds for learning too.

Over time my opinion of  standardized testing has shifted as I’ve seen schools 

pushed to better serve children who, in the past, may not have graduated fully 

literate, able to read, write, communicate and mathematically compute at a 

level necessary to function in the workforce or to pursue higher learning.





Today I understand that it’s the growth that matters, and in order 

to improve it, we need to measure it.  MCAS and MAP provide 

two tools to measure each student’s academic growth.

MONOMOY REGIONAL SCHOOLS 

FOCUSES ON STUDENT GROWTH

allowing us to see if  children are meeting learning goals, are on track to be fully 

literate before graduation, and to enable us to intervene and provide additional 

support when students are not tracking towards literacy.





The Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) tests students in the 

areas of  English and Language Arts (ELA, which includes both reading and writing), 

Mathematics, and Science. The purpose of  this assessment is to determine the 

progress individual students have made in acquiring the knowledge and skills as 

outlined in Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. In addition, this testing gives a 

snapshot of  a student's progress at that time as measured by one assessment.

Other ways in which students are assessed include teacher created assessments (like 

tests and quizzes), student's in-class performance and products, other standardized 

tests (like PSAT, SAT, ACT, or AP exams), and even our MAP testing.

Subjects and Grades Tested:

English and Language Arts (ELA) Grades 3-8 & 10

Mathematics Grades 3-8 & 10

Science/Technology Engineering Grades 5 & 8

Science Grade 9 Physics or Biology in Gr. 10

To graduate: Students must earn a scaled score of  at least 240 (Proficient/Meeting 

Expectations) on the grade 10 MCAS ELA and math tests, and a 220 (Needs 

Improvement/Partially Meeting Expectations) on one high school science subject 

test.





MAP (Measures of  Academic Progress) by NWEA measures what students know 

and informs what they’re ready to learn next.  Unlike MCAS, MAP dynamically 

adjusts to each student’s responses.  If  they get a question right, it asks a harder 

question.  If  they get a question wrong, it asks an easier question.  By being adaptive, 

MAP is a personalized assessment, accurately measuring performance, in about 45 

minutes per subject.

MAP provides “real time” data.  As soon as the student finishes the assessment, their 

responses are automatically scored and reports generated to help teachers teach, 

students learn, and administrators lead.  

MAP provides both a barometer of  each individual’s academic achievement at the 

time tested and determines the student’s academic growth over time.  MAP also gives 

educators a prediction of  how students will fair on the MCAS.

Subjects and Grades Tested by Monomoy with MAP:

Reading Grades K-9 

Mathematics Grades K-9

MAP testing happens at the beginning, mid-point, and end of  each year.



MAP provides 

powerful student 

growth data that 

can be used to 

empower better 

academic outcomes 

for students. 





Interpreting 

Student Growth 

Percentile 

(SGP):

50% means the 

student is 

growing at the 

state average, 

making one 

year’s academic 

progress in a 

year.  Better 

than 50% is 

what we strive 

for in our 

children and as 

a district.
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With a Student Growth 

Percentile significantly 

above 50%, this student is 

growing well above the 

state average and is ready 

for greater academic 

challenges and enrichment
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With a Student Growth 

Percentile significantly 

below 50%, this student is 

growing below the state 

average, not making one 

year’s progress in a year, 

and needs additional 

support and intervention.















The 4-Square Report





http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/


https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/

https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/


Lexile: Find a Book https://fab.lexile.com/

using the Lexile score on your student’s MAP results

YALSA: Award-Winning Book Lists

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklists

https://fab.lexile.com/
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklists



